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May 2019 

Educating the Whole Child is a District Job 
As we prepare for the end of the school year, I would 

like to share with the school community all of the in-

formative and moving assemblies and programs our 

students participated in throughout the school year.  

The South Plainfield School District continues to focus 

on assemblies and instruction dealing with addiction, 

bullying, and social and emotional learning.  Our focus 

continues to be on the development of the whole child; 

including several educational presentations designed 

to meet the needs of all students.   

South Plainfield High School held a number of student 

assemblies on the effects of opioids on the addict and 

the family.  In partnership with St. Peter’s University 

Hospital, a presentation dealing with opioid abuse along with open dia-

logue was presented in December.  The assembly included a discussion 

with recovering addicts recounting the effects the use of drugs and alcohol 

have had on their lives.  Local law enforcement officials discussed the pos-

sible repercussions of addiction and the many resources available to the 

addict. The Improbable Players Theater Group presented a play titled “No 

Discriminates for Opioids” focusing on the effects of opioids on the com-

munity.  The SOAP initiative, Stop Opioid Abuse Program will be presented 

in late May to the South Plainfield High School students.  The program was 

designed to provide scholastic athletes and other high school students 

with crucial information to help them avoid the potentially deadly conse-

quences of opioid painkiller abuse.  The program founded by the Garden 

State Pharmacy Owners and the NJSIAA, along with multiple partners in-

cluding the Partnership of a Drug Free New Jersey, NJ Cares, New Jersey 

Prevention Network, New Jersey Department of Human Services, and the 

coalition from the Southwest Council and Wellspring Center for prevention 

along with the Office of the New Jersey Attorney General is focusing on 

addressing the opioid crisis in New Jersey.  

We also ensured that our youngest students were involved in our efforts. 

All district elementary schools held various assemblies during the school 

year that addressed and prepared them holistically.  The students began 

the year with an assembly on Character Education and continued with 

activities during the Week of Respect, as well as assemblies on anti-

bullying and developing friendships.   
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NEWS FROM THE CURRICULUM CORNER 

Mrs. Garcia, Mrs. Garrison, Mrs. Kantha-Murray & Mrs. Stoeckel 

I AM NOT A TEACHER BUT AN AWAKENER-ROBERT FROST 

Collaborative Project Brings Marketing Class 

Lessons to Life 

This past marking period, the students in Mr. Conneely’s 
marketing class worked as an authentic marketing depart-
ment for a hypothetical agriculture company called, 
"GreenAG." This company was created by the students in 
Mrs. Green's nutrition class. The nutrition class acted as the 
research and development department of the company. 
Their goal was to research the effects of using GMO 's in the 
company's crops. They posed two sides of the argument: 
Why it was good and why it was bad. From there, the re-
search was then forwarded to the marketing department. 
Based on the research, the marketing students had the task 
of deciding, as a team, whether to use GMO's or not. Ulti-
mately, they decided that the use of GMO's was not really 
harmful and would be more cost effective. The marketing 
campaign they came up with was to change the misconcep-
tion of GMO products versus common "organic" products. The marketing students broke up into smaller 
groups once they had a clear campaign position. Some roles included a social media, radio, television, 
print, and online ad team. Each ad and promotional element was consistent with the overall campaign 
goal. The students also took advantage of school resources to record and create some of the creative 
components: Mr. Cassio assisted the television team in recording and editing in the studio, and Mrs. 
Schneider assisted the social media team in creating a recipe for cauliflower pizza to record and post on 
In- stagram. 
 

Research clearly indicates that parent involve-
ment in their child's education has a significant 
impact on academic success. Our Family STEAM 
Night events engage families in ways that are 
linked directly to classroom learning. Parents 
work one-on-one with their child exploring hands
-on, standards aligned activities that reinforce 
what goes on in the classroom. They gain skills 
and strategies that can be used to help their child 
persevere in their everyday life. 
When schools engage parents on 
an academic level, it underscores 
the role that parents have as active 
participants and valued partners 
in the education of their children…
and learning increases. 

South Plainfield Middle school students in 7th and 
8th grade participated in a 6 week program that 
gave parents and students an opportunity to 
work collaboratively to discover Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, Art and Math concepts 
through hands on learning activities.  Students 
who qualified for this program attended once a 
week in the evening to engage in activities that 
get them excited about doing Mathematics.   

Family STEM Night, brings families together 
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      RILEY SCHOOL 

MR. LEO WHALEN 

In an effort to raise 

awareness about autism, 

Riley School joined with 

the international autism 

community in commemo-

ration of April Autism 

Awareness Month.  

Throughout the week of April 15th the students and 

staff at Riley school participated in classroom based and 

whole school based activities designed to spread ac-

ceptance and inclusion of everyone in our Riley School 

family!  Each classroom kick-started the week’s activi-

ties by showing an age appropriate video designed to 

give an uplifting introduction to autism aimed to raise 

awareness, understanding and tolerance.  
 

Monday, April 15th was” Sensory Friendly Monday”.  

Students with  

autism sometimes have difficulty processing sensory 

information from their environment. They can become 

over or under stimulated, which can affect their behav-

ior. Riley School students and staff showed their sup-

port and understanding by wearing comfy clothes or 

pajamas to school.     

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, April 16th was “What’s your Passion Tues-

day”.  Students with autism are highly focused and mo-

tivated by topics of interest to them. What are you pas-

sionate about? Riley School students and staff Dress up 

to show us what they love!  

Wednesday, April 17th was “World Autism Acceptance 

Day”.  Acceptance and inclusion go a long way! Riley 

School students and staff showed their support for 

World Autism Acceptance by wearing blue to school.  
 

Thursday, April 18th was “Speak up for Autism”.  Stu-

dents completed a school-wide activity with their bud-

dy classroom. Students got to meet a new member of 

their Riley School family while they completed a Puzzle 

Piece Project.  This was a 

fun and interactive educa-

tional experience teaching 

students about the im-

portance of understanding 

and acceptance of people 

with autism.  In addition to 

teaching awareness and 

acceptance for individuals 

with autism, this activity also helped students recognize 

that although we all may look and do somethings differ-

ently that we also have similarities!  

Attention all incoming Kindergarten Parents 

We will be facilitating Kindergarten Screenings on the following dates: 

Go to our District or your school website to sign your student up…. 

 

Franklin School: June 5, 2019 9:00-3:00 

Riley School: June 5, 2019 9:00-3:00 

Kennedy School, June 6, 2019 9:00-3:00 

Roosevelt School: June 7, 2019 9:00-3:00 
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      KENNEDY SCHOOL 

MR. KEVIN HAJDUK 

At Kennedy School, the students and staff are excited to report that the school year is progressing very 

well. Our school has recently worked hard to maintain excellence through its classroom activities, as 

well as, schoolwide programs. The students have been the center of our focus as we have planned vari-

ous disabilities awareness programs to teach our students about diversity, as well as, disabilities 

awareness. Our school is a model for this learning, and we are proud of our Kennedy School students 

for their commitment to unifying our school with their friendships and love for each other. We had two 

guest authors named Leeza Hernandez and Allison Gutnecht visit our school on April 12th. The authors 

have children’s books published in our school library, so it was interesting to learn about the process of 

authoring a book. Our Kennedy School PTSO has sponsored some wonderful night activities, including 

the “Me and My Guy” Dance where the girls in the school brought one of their favorite guys back to 

school for a nighttime dance. They dressed in their best clothes and danced the night away. It was a 

huge success. Also, the 1st grade teachers, planned their annual Clifford Night, which brought the en-

tire grade level of students back to school with their parents to celebrate Clifford’s (The Big Red Dog) 

birthday. Finally, the 3rd grade teachers and PTSO recently organized the annual Grandparents Day 

Program for Kennedy School. This program was very popular again this year and the students were 

proud to have their grandparents or a special guest with them for breakfast and a short performance. 

We will continue to work towards increasing our schoolwide independent reading minutes. We align 

the number of minutes read each night by our students with our reading initiative, called “Read Across 

America”. Our school has learned about our country through the various towns that we have visited 

through this initiative. So far this year, we have travelled close to 2,500 miles around the country. This 

means that the students have read almost 250,000 minutes so far this year. Keep up the good work 

students!  

FRANKLIN SCHOOL 

      MR. RALPH ERRICO 

 Our Franklin Pre-School, Kindergarten and First grade teachers are completing their first year 

teaching the FUNdations Phonics Program.  It’s been huge success in helping students read and under-

stand vocabulary better. 

 Franklin is piloting the “Responsive Classroom”.  This program supports an academic and pro-social 

behavior which supports a positive, student attitude. 

 Franklin students participated in R.A.P., Realizing Anything is Possible Assembly.  It was an excel-

lent social skill and character development activity for our entire student body! 

 The week of April 15th Franklin School had an Autism Awareness Week.  This time was dedicated to 

recognizing that we are all different. 

 “Break the Bulling Cycle” Assembly happened April 18th; it covered on how to report and prevent 

others from being bullied. 
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On Wednesday, April 17th  the entire stu-

dent body and staff of Roosevelt Elementary 

School participated in “Blowing Bubbles for 

Autism Awareness”. 

This is an annual event that celebrated it’s 9th 

year of informing and educating our school 

community on how to better understand  

Autism.   

“As the years pass, we find new resources to 

share with the classes. We started a google site 

where we add videos and stories that are 

geared towards each grade.  There is even a 

Sesame Street video that is helpful to Preschool 

aged students.   

Every year in the month of April, Roosevelt 

school spends the month spreading awareness 

and understanding of those with autism.  We 

also try to focus not only on autism but accept-

ing everyone for who they are regardless of the 

differences we all have. Classes color puzzle 

pieces with the Autism colors, red, blue, and 

yellow and display them around the school.   

This year we were able to listen and 

read several different books geared towards 

acceptance and understanding of those with 

autism. We also had a theme and message for 

each day of the week that dealt with treating 

each other with patience and respect. At the 

end of the day on Wednesday, we all went out-

side as a school and formed a big circle.  The 

weather was perfect, the best we ever had. 

Once we were all in place the countdown began 

and we all simultaneously blew our bubbles to 

spread joy, happiness, and acceptance of every-

one.  It was a memorable moment as we happi-

ly watched thousands of bubbles floating in the 

warm spring breeze. We were all part of some-

thing special. 

As we go through life, we learn that we are all 

different and it is important to include every-

one with patience, understanding and ac-

ceptance. You never know what someone else 

is struggling with! At Roosevelt we are proud 

to try and understand.” 

--Nicole Lillis  

Special Education Teacher  

Roosevelt Elementary School  

ROOSEVELT SCHOOL 

MR. ROBERT DIEHL 
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GRANT SCHOOL 
MR. PATRICK SARULLO 

Grant School participated in its annual Disabilities Awareness  

Day on April 18th. A special thanks to the Grant School teachers 

for their planning! 

Congratulations to our 6th Grade  

Science students and staff on being   

finalists in the Philadelphia Zoo UNLESS 

contest for the second  straight year! 

Congratulations to Grant School 

Drama Club on a phenomenal 

performances of Bye, Bye Birdie.  

Thank you to the advisors Ms. 

Joan Stasio & Ms. Susan Eichert, 

the volunteers, &  

students. 

A Harlem Wizard visited all Grant 

School lunches to promote the big 

game.  

The 6th Grade Science Department received a lot of press for all of their fab-

ulous initiatives this year. 6th Grade student, Riley Billian and others were 

interviewed for the South Plainfield Green Team.  

SOUTH PLAINFIELD MIDDLE SCHOOL 
MR. ROGER VROOM 

From the STEM Lab…  
  

STEM Club students have been participating in “Makerspace March.”  Every week for a month, students 

had the chance to explore various makerspace stations.  Stations include robotic arms, push button pro-

grammable robots, a 3D pen as well as various other electronics, building and robotics projects. 

 Moving forward, STEM Club advisors, Ms. Brandenburg and Mrs. White, hope to help students learn 

new vinyl cutting skills.  
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DISTRICT MUSIC FESTIVAL  

The 50th Annual District Music Festival took place in the Joseph A. Mondoro Auditorium on 
March 7.  It was an awesome concert that featured the music students of the Grant, Middle, and 
High Schools.  The concert started in 1969 by the High School Band and Choral directors Peter 
Franks and Davin Haining.  Through the years, the concert has had many formats.  There was a 
time when all of the students performed in the gymnasium, but in 2004, the festival was moved 
back to the auditorium.  
  

 

The festival included three separate concerts in one evening and over 560 students and 1200 
community members participated in the event.  The first concert  was a choral concert which fea-
tured the Grant Chorus, directed by Miss Shannon Maddolin, the Middle School chorus directed 
by Mrs. Katherine Haughwout, and the High School Chorus directed by Dr. Donna Kregler.  The 
second segment included the Grant Orchestra directed by Mrs. Joan Stasio, the Middle School Or-
chestra directed by Mrs. Sarah Livecchi and the High School Orchestra directed by Mrs. Diane 
Lee.  In between the performances, the select chorus groups from the Middle School and the High 
School performed one piece each.  The last segment was a band concert which featured the Grant 
Band directed by Mr. Mark Tweed, the Middle School Band directed by Mr. Andrew Veiss and the 
High School Band directed by Mr. William Haughwout.  The Grant and High School Jazz Bands 
performed in  
between each of the large ensemble.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The festival was an opportunity for our community to connect.  We had the opportunity to have 
many of our retired teachers return to see the growth of the program.  The former South Plain-
field music teachers in attendance were: Tracy Murray, Doris Younken, Paul Nagle, Joanne 
Gurske, and Carleen Teseschi, who flew up from South Carolina to attend the event.  
  
The festival is a great educational opportunity for the students.  After each group performed, they 
were able to hear the performances older groups.  Not only do they have the opportunity to per-
form, but they are able to practice their concert etiquette skills.  We are all very proud of the per-
formances of all students involved! 
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      SOUTH PLAINFIELD HIGH SCHOOL 
MR. RONNIE SPRING 

Last week, SPHS welcomed the Class of 2023 and their parents to discuss 

high school scheduling and to introduce them to the many electives and co-

curricular activities at the high school.  On Tuesday, March 5th, more than 

100 parents met with the Director of Guidance, Sam Fierra, and SPHS Principal, Ron Spring, to dis-

cuss what to expect at the high school level, such as high school graduation requirements and the 

scheduling process.  Parents also had an opportunity to learn about the many elective programs 

available to students at SPHS, including Broadcasting, CAD, Wood Technology, Graphic Arts, Art, 

Music, and Engineering..  

SPHS Welcomes the Class of 2023 

On Friday, March 8th, the students of the Class of 2023, had the opportunity to come to SPHS.  

While at the high school, the students learned about the scheduling process, co-curricular activi-

ties, and general expectations for high school. In addition, the students attended an “elective fair” 

in the gym, where they walked around to elective tables and met high school students in the vari-

ous elective programs. During the elective fair, the 8th graders were able to discuss the various 

programs with current SPHS students as well as view authentic projects from the various pro-

grams.   
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GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT NEWS 

MR. SAM FIERRA 

Greetings from Guidance! 
  
Lots of action this time of year, but let us first start with the greatest of stuff:  Thanks to our 

College and Career Day event, many students got the unique opportunity to meet with and 

learn about several opportunities from the local trade unions (see pics below).  From these 

connections made, our counselors  are working to arrange it so that several students (who are 

interested in immediate careers in these areas) are taking field trips directly to these union 

shops to meet with union officials about on-site testing and training opportunities so that, im-

mediately after high school graduation, they can hit the ground running in this process.    

 

For those Seniors wishing to attend college in the Fall, the office 

is buzzing with excitement and activity as college acceptance 

(and denial) letters are arriving daily.  Students are continually 

updating their Naviance accounts keeping their data up-to-date 

and accurate.  A small sampling of some of the more recent ac-

ceptances are:  The University of Alabama, Johns Hopkins Uni-

versity, University of South Carolina, Rutgers University, Cor-

nell, Bucknell, Brown, Boston University, Clemson, Colorado 

State, Hofstra, Howard, James Madison University, Lehigh, Mich-

igan State, NJIT, NYU, Penn State, George Washington Universi-

ty, University of Delaware, Ressler Polytechnical Institute, Ste-

vens Institute of Technology, Syracuse, University of Connecti-

cut, and most recently one student was honored by being ac-

cepted into The United States Military Academy at West 

Point!  (see picture below).  Once again, this year we have an 

AMAZING list of acceptances earned by our students!  
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The South Plainfield Model United Nations Club continued its string of successes as South Plain-

field’s brightest concluded their Model UN season at Rutgers Model Congress in New Brunswick 

from April 4-7, 2019. The students competed alongside hundreds of delegates from throughout 

New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and New York through four days of heated debate as they explored var-

ious facets of the conference theme, “American Identity.” This work culminated in the presentation 

of various awards for the SPHS delegation, with Lynda Farinella, Kyle Gallardo, Wyatt Gerber, Yug 

Modhera, Arjun Patel, and Obinna Ibeku earning Position Paper Awards in their debate groups and 

Vivian Huynh receiving the Best Delegate Award, adding to the many accolades that the SPHS 

Model UN club has been awarded this year. 

     

Over the course of more than 24 hours of discussion, collaboration, and writing, the students were 

presented with a myriad of problems in both congressional and crisis-style committees. In the 

Senate and House committees, the students were required to represent Senators and Representa-

tives from Colorado, North Dakota, and California as they worked with other members of Congress 

to craft bills regarding the school-to-prison pipeline, the integrity of the US election system, and 

the promotion of global democracy. The crisis committees, on the other hand, sought to address a 

variety of different aspects of United States leadership, with the delegates representing justices in 

the Supreme Court, news reporters in The Spectator newsroom, and members of the Confederate 

and Union Congresses at the close of the Civil War. In these fast-paced environments, the students 

were met with unexpected challenges that require quick thinking and a strong understanding of 

their assigned character as they discussed breaking news stories from confidential sources, a pos-

sible continuation of the Civil War, or the reaction of the New York Metropolitan Area to a poten-

tial natural disaster. 

    

With the 2019 Model United Nations season coming to a close, several students will be attending 

the Central Jersey Model UN Conference in Highland Park on May 18, where they will compete 

against students from throughout New Jersey. This will serve as a jumping off point for the 2019-

2020 school year, where the future appears bright for the South Plainfield Model United Nations 

club. A special thanks to advisor Mr. Miten Shah, whose drive for the achievement of his students 

has guided the dedicated young minds of South Plainfield to becoming the leaders of tomorrow. 

The South Plainfield Model United Nations Club 
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ATHLETICS 
MR. KEVIN MCCANN 

Many of the South Plainfield spring sports 

programs are finishing up there try outs 

and scrimmages.  The High School Spring game season officially be-

gins for lacrosse on March 27th.  The remaining sports begin playing 

official games on April 1st.  The South Plainfield Baseball team will 

look to defend their GMC Conference Championship which they won 

last season.  Both the Boys’ and Girls’ Spring Track teams come into 

the season as returning Blue Division Champions.  Golf, Lacrosse, 

Softball and Tennis will look to continue the South Plainfield tradi-

tion of competing with sportsmanship while working towards 

championships. Please come out and support the Tigers this Spring 

Season …..Go Tigers! 

Senior Samantha Pullen returns 

as one of the better Long  

Jumpers in the State 

Last year’s GMC Conference 

Championship Baseball Team 

 

NOTES  FROM THE NURSE 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

We are entering spring allergy season and I would like to offer some tips to help keep your    

children comfortable if they suffer from seasonal allergy symptoms.   

Now is the time to be proactive.  If your child has previously exhibited seasonal allergy symptoms, consult 

with their doctor to see if a daily allergy medication is recommended.  These medications work best if they 

are taken regularly BEFORE symptoms start.  

   

Other things you can do: 

Teach young children how to blow their nose.  Mucous from a post nasal 
drip or from sniffing the mucous back in ends up in the stomach and can 
cause tummy aches.   

Keep your child hydrated.  Send them to school with a refillable water bot-
tle and encourage them to drink water at home.  Dehydration can cause 
headaches. 

Have children wash their face and hands after spending time outside to 
remove pollen and have them change clothes if possible once they return 
home.  Consider having your child bathe or shower each night to wash pol-

len from their hair. Send your child outside wearing sunglasses and/or a hat to protect their face from pollen. 

If your child is having symptoms, please feel free to call your school nurse to speak about what you can do to 

make sure your child is comfortable in the classroom. 

Now that the weather is finally improving get your kids  

outside to enjoy the sun and fresh air! 

Symptoms may include: 

 red, itchy, watery eyes 

 stuffy nose, sinus pressure 

 clear nasal drainage 

 sore throat 

 sneezing & coughing 

 tiredness 

 ear pressure/popping 

 headache. 

Sherri Lapp, BSN, RN, CSN-NJ 

Kennedy Elementary School Nurse 



12  

 

All district students participate in 

instructional lessons based on 

district curriculum including anti-

bullying and making good choic-

es. Our district guidance depart-

ment visited classrooms and pro-

vided lessons on topics relative to 

the social and emotional development of the child 

across all grade levels.  

The students in South Plainfield School District are 

community minded and get involved in issues that 

affect them outside of the classroom; we are proud of 

the charitable nature of our students.  Our students 

worked all year to make a difference in their commu-

nity with  many of them participating  in various cam-

paigns to raise awareness and much-needed funds . 

All of our elementary schools participated in pro-

grams throughout the school year including raising 

funds for St. Jude’s Hospital,  

Autism Awareness Day and Peach Day to name just a 

few.   

Our students focused on realize their goals by partici-

pating in the R.A.P. Assembly; realizing Anything is 

Possible, a Social and Anti-Bullying Assembly.    

This year two of our schools Kennedy and Franklin 

Elementary participated in the Wingman Program. A 

program designed to mentor students as support for a 

social emotional connection in school. The program 

has been such a success, we will expand it to all of our 

elementary schools next year. Grant School students 

concentrated on the Philadelphia Zoo’s UNLESS con-

test and are now finalists in the campaign to save en-

dangered species. Grant students chose to bring 

awareness to the Western Lowland Gorillas habitat on 

the verge of extinction from over mining for coltan.  

As you can see from the many programs in the South 

Plainfield School District, we continue to work to pro-

vide the educational experiences that builds great 

citizens and contributors to our community. As we 

move towards the end of the school year, our focus 

will continue on providing meaningful opportunities 

for our students. 

SUPERINTENDENT’S CORNER CONTINUES... 

What is PCAST?  Person Cen-

tered Approaches in Schools 

and Transition, PCAST, is a 

strength based process that 

applies to all people.  This year 

South Plainfield Department of 

Special Services participated in 

professional development to 

provide support in developing 

and implementing person cen-

tered practices for students with disabilities that pro-

motes their successful education and transition from 

school to adult life.  This PCAST project was funded by 

the New Jersey Department of Education, Office of Spe-

cial Education and  The Boggs Center on Developmental 

Disabilities of Rutgers University. Michael Steinbruck, 

facilitator, provided training to Administrators, Child 

Study Team Members, Teachers and paraprofessionals 

throughout the year.  Mr. Steinbruck provided on site 

training to staff in addition to facilitating PCAST meet-

ings for a number of students at South Plainfield High 

School.  

The benefits of PCAST include achievement of post-

school outcomes, increase in participation and collabo-

ration of  

family members and the ability to develop and imple-

ment effective support strategies.  

Most importantly, PCAST helps each student find their 

voice and have it heard while developing self awareness, 

self advocacy and self determination. 

    Mr. Steinbruck presented his project PCAST at a 

monthly SEPAC meeting in February.  This was one of a 

series of multiple workshops provided through “Special 

Services Speaker Series.”  Two additional workshops 

scheduled through Special Services included “Tourette 

Syndrome and other related disorders”  by Tourette 

Society of New Jersey’s speaker Patricia Philips and 

“Behavior Modification and ABA” which will be present-

ed in June at SPMS.  The Department of Special Services 

will continue this speaker series next school year with a 

variety of presenters from various organizations. Be on 

the lookout for a parental survey for suggestions relat-

ed to these presentations. 

Rutgers University and NJDOE, presented a PCAST  
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UPCOMING EVENTS AT SOUTH PLAINFIELD 

 STAY IN TOUCH WITH THE SCHOOLS 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

District Facebook 

@SPBOE 

Stay in touch with the school by following us on social media, 

looking to the district website and logging into the Genesis Parent 

portal often.  

You can also subscribe to multiple pages on both the school and 

district websites using the subscribe buttons for calendar, forms 

and file folders.  Example: District Community Events Page 
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Mr. B 

Mike Bertram 

Mike Bertram, referred to as Mr. B in his classroom, has 

been teaching 20+ years and is currently a 3rd grade 

teacher in South Plainfield, New Jersey. He uses the power of poetry to help students learn from 

each other, embrace differences, build self-esteem, and search for their special hidden voice. Mr. 

B loves how poetry not only allows his students to explore how 

they feel but gives him the opportunity to see the world through 

their eyes. 

 

Mike Bertram started performing spoken word poetry in 2002 

and was a member of the 2005 Nuyorican Poetry Slam Team. 

Since then, he has performed at many colleges and universities 

nationwide. He also conducts creative writing workshops for 

elementary and high school students. He has partnered with 

several organizations in his hometown of Rahway to provide an 

artistic outlet for youth (ages 8-18) and adults that bring people 

together and bridge cultural gaps.  

 

Said the Paper to the Pen is a collection of poems for teachers, 

students, or anyone that would like to “take a peek” inside Mr. 

B's classroom, known as the B-Hive. 

 

 

5/1/19 Grant State Testing 

5/1/19 COW Meeting 

5/13/19 Franklin Spring Concert 

5/14/19 Franklin PTO Meeting 

5/15/19 BOE Meeting 

5/21/19 Grant PTO 

5/24/19 Optional Holiday  

 

 

5/27/19 Memorial Day 

6/4/19 Optional Holiday 

6/5/19 Franklin Kindergarten Screening 

6/5/19 Riley Kindergarten Screening 

6/6/19 Kennedy Kindergarten Screening 

6/7/19 Roosevelt Kindergarten Screening 

What’s Happening in South Plainfield... 


